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CONPIDENTIAL LONDON 1 1663 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PPOR. SO, UK, US 

SUBJECT: UK NAVAL VISIT TO BERBERA 

REFERENCE: STATE 162954 

1. FOREIGN OPPICE HAS INFORMED US THAT POSSIBLE VISIT 

TO SOMALIA HAS NOW DEPINITELY BEEN POSTPONED UNTIL NEXT 
MARCH. 

2. THERE IS ALSO SOME QUESTION WHETHER BERBERA WOULD BE 
THE MOST APPROPRIATE PORT OP CALL, AND WE UNDERSTAND UK 
AMBASSADOR BRIND HAS SUGGESTED A ROYAL NAVAL CALL ON 
MOGADISCIO INSTEAD. WHILE NO DECISION HAS YET BEEN MADE. 

THE POREIGN OPPICE WILL PROBABLY APPROACH THE SOMALI 
GOVERNMENT SHORTLY TO PROPOSE A PORT CALL AND WILT. LEAVE 
IT TO THE SOMALIS TO SUGGEST WHICH PORT. 
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